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PITILESS WINTER.
BY ALIOR CANY,

© winter | O pitilesn, pitiloss winter,

I*‘_"u&dﬂ& & breath 1 counid have you away
My Sibyi ta lpiog, my Sibi ia :

® Iyiug snd sighing and dying for May!
0 winds wildly eali o

From hifltop to hil md’;;‘g‘n’mﬁ?:
Have Vone with yuar b, sud raising and tall-

1 chasm you by her quie: besuty to sloep !
© just for the little wingw o' i’ blue birda!
O just for a glimpse 0" th' skies o° the tpﬂn(:
O sunshioe of » flood all her ::iam chamber—
Q bine ?lﬂll. Ay quick to her windows, =nd

O ploks and wild roses ] O wilid k» sud roses !
covuw!.mth drifts of hiack leaves In the

w H
By ber chevkn rod and burniug, and restiesaly
turning,

T charm you to Lastea the life o your bods!

O lilie, O beanutiful, beautifal ilies!
So fdded and fast in your prison into bivom ;
By ber fingers wo sender, hor bosom so tender,
I charm yon to wake and to break fnto bloom !

O vinletn, under the wtifl, sieety grasses !
O wiolets, soft as the blus o' the skies:
Take bold of (he slow, sliding sunbesms, T elnem

you
Froia darkness and desth by the light of her
eTen !

Daffodils, daflodils, suu-suoking dsfodils,
Wll!lﬂ'& for April to kiss vou alive;
By th* dazzlivg fall of the lung, vellow tresses

¢ shoulders, [ charge you, revive,

| covering, fanltless elean napkins, clear

QO dataes, y¢ pwetent and mrek Iiltie dastes,
Bo ofien «f beart, and so fulr in (the face,
Come buck to the borders snd beds of ler
len—
1 sharma you Ly all her nusovakabie grace !

|
gar- |

© hyscintlis purple, so rovally purpie,
Cane, come o us, in spite of the wintery atesn i
frown >
1 charm v o Eomee

The

by the colir shol over
suft sillen slecve of her holiday gown !

Wikl winter, wild, pitiless winter!

I would with & breath T could huve you away!
Hy Kbyl ie lying, sy Sibyl s dytuag,

Is iving and sighitiy and dying for May !

A NIGHT OF TERROR.
BY LISIE SINGLETON.

““ Whose picture ia this, Adu? The |
face is ecrtainly very handsome; but
thera is something in the expression
that, to me, at least, is quite unplessant
—almost repellant.”

My consin took from my hand the
l:hnmu_taph that I had been axamining.
ooked et it 8 moment with an expres-
gion of surprise not mingled with pain,
and then turning away her head with a
gesture of disgusti threw it among the |
burning coals in the grate, |

“T thought that waa destroyed long |
ago,” she said, rising hastily, and pae-
ing I-lllit”_\' up and down the room, as
if she were striving to banish, by the
motion, some unplensant reminiscences. ‘
“ Strange that 1t has never been de-
stroyed."”

[t was one of the dreariest days of a |
Canandian winter ; the air without wmil

|

darkened by the fust falling snow,
freezing us it fell till it rattled like luail
on the windows; and the wind raging
and blowing as it does in no other coun-
try, had formed great white drifts, that
threctoned to exclude entirely the fuint
light that still strmggled through the
ice-covered panes.  On such a day there
wes no danger of interruption by visit-
ors; -so Ada and myself had quietly
settled curselves in her cosy little sew-
ing-room, where, with gas hghted, inuer
shntters elosed and barred, heavy dam-
ask cnrtains closely drawn, aud a bright
coal fire blazing in the grate, we strove
to forget, amid onr pleasant surround-
ings, the wild storm that raged without.
We had dragged an old iron chest from
some obseure closet, aund were ransack-
ing its recesses for bright seraps of
ribbon, silk and velvets, with bits of
gold and silver lace and spangles, from
which we intended to form gorgeons
needle-books and pin-enshions for the
fancy table at a lady's bazaar. Amid
these T had found the photograph in |
question, and T saw, with surprise, its
effects upon my usually ealm and tran- |
guil cousin.

“A story! a story!” I exelaimed,
“come tell me a story and make me
forget the snow and the wind and my |
disappointment at not being able to go
to the theatre to-night, and all wy
homesick feelings for my dear Califor-
nis home, whera days like this ecould
not even be imagined, I know from
your looks that there is a story connect-
ed with that very handsome gentlemuan
with the wicked looking eyes."

“ Wicked looking eyes?” she repeated
slowly. ** Yes, Anna, vou may well eall
them so; but with all their wickedness
there was a strange charm, magnetism,
in their beauty, which it scemed almost |
impossible to resist. AL! T see that
yon are determined to have the story,
and as I have a vivid remembranes of
how persistent you can be, I know that
I must submit, .

““*To begin at the beginning,’ as vou
used to say, when a child ; at the time
of my marnnge to Huwrry Gordon we
were far from rich, I [lml only the
small property given by yonr father, |
who wonld not allow his orphan nicee
to go portionless from his home, and
Harry had a small amonnt invested in |
the banking house of a friend. Thvl
failure of this friend after our |
arrival in New York made it necessary |
for my husband to obtain a situation
instead of establishing himself in busi-
ness, as he intended, and we came to
Toronto, where he was vmp]u_\'a-li by the
firm of Lee & Brothers. His salary
was small, and we were obliged to live
as pconomically as possible; so Harry |
rented a small house on Yonge street, |
furnished it with as little expense as
was consistent with comfort, and took
me there to commenece house-keeping on
n very small peale indeed, keeping no
soervant Q‘x"l'lit A woman “']'U came enee |
a week to wash, and o man who eame |
oceasionally to saw woud, bring in coal, |
ete,

“* As this house is closely econnected
with my story, I will describe it to yon.
It was a low bricked cottage, standing
gquite alone in the centre of a large gar-
"wu. with vacant lots behind, on each
side, and 1 front, too, on the other side
of the street ; sg that we were quite as
much removed from neighborly eom-
panionship as if we were living in the
conntry. A small covered poreh was in
front, with a door opening mto onr par-
lor, silting and dining-room ; in one,
fronting this door, another opened into
the kitchen, and another to the right
into my bedroom ; a door to the right
of the kitehen opened into a small
store-room ; and back of the kitchen
was a small Intticed porel, with the
wood aml coal house at one side, Here
I lived as mistress and maid of all work,
for Harry's limited salary wonld not
permit us to kr'('p a servant : but, hard
as I worked, some of my happiest hours
wore passod in that little house. 1 often
thonglit of my dear old home in San
Franecisco, and smiled as T imagined the
astonishment of your father, if he could
but seg hin gay and thoughtless nicee,
* brilliant butterfly, as he used to eall
me, tmnsformed mmto a busy, working
i)e.‘(“"

““ One day, when little Alec was about
five weeks old, 1T dismissed the woman
whom we had employed for a short
time, aad resnmed my household labors.
Bridget had been a very good servant,
but things in general had been allowed
to loao the neat and orderly arrange-
ment in which I had left them, and 1
spent a busy day in eleaning and ar-
ranging the appurtenances belonging to
my household. T suneceeded at Inst in
bringing order ont of confusion, and,
before the return of my husband from
the store, my home looked as bright and
cheerful as it had done before my ill-
n¢sa,

“T think I never felt more contented
and happy than I did that evening. One
great sense of anxiety had just been
removed. The situation of sopranc,
which I had been obliged to resign, had
been offered to me again that day, with
an increase of salary, more than sufli-
cient to defray the expenses of my ill
ness : and Miss Janet Gordon, Harry's |
sunt, had made it possible for me to
accept my offering to take "'h-"'”-:"_“r
baby during my absence. My past ill-
ness gave a new feeling of 1*:::}1].1_\'mg‘ut
to the health and vigor now coursing
through my veins,

“T wau expecting Aunt Janet to come
with my husband to take dinner with
us that evening, and had taken great
paing i the ll;---p"ngtinn of her favorite

L))

dish, * Cock-a-leckie,” which she said I
conld prepare  almmost as well as a
Scoteh woman: and had  dressed wmy-

self, as Harry liked to see me, in blue
mering with plain linen euffs and eol-
lar, fastened with a simple bow of blue
ribbon, —1my best dress, Anna, of which
I was obliged to be eareful, so 1 pro-

| eoning sound whieh foolish mothers like

| sweet words and loving phrases,

| fanltlessly polished manner that seem-

| tion of his address and brilliant con-

| at ease in his society.

! fur some safe investment for his spare

| My suspicions once aroused I became

teeted it from contact with the cook
stove by m lﬂ.’“x__{u housewife's _pron of

blne check,
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“T thought, as I stood looking into
my little parlor, that I never before had
seen it look so pleasant and homelike,
The mellow light of an autumn sunset

stres nu.n{; through the eclear glass of
the window, g_:iv?ug a roseate tinge to
the fresh muslin curtains ; a bright coal

fire glowed in the polished grate, and
before it stood the table, ready prepar-
ed for dinner, with its spotless damask

shining glass, pure white china, and
uvlated ware—we conld not afford silver
—polished to the extreme of Irright-|
ness. Our one handsome piece of fur-

| miture, n magnifieent pinno given me by

your father, stouod open, with Hury's
favorite music in the rack, and his flate
Iny ready on the music stand ; but the
loveliest object to my eves was the in-
mate of the little eradle, lying with
wide open eves, ad uttering that soft

myself interpret into all manoger of
**Ii is said that o serpent enters evoery
Eden ; and the one that invaded mine
came in the form of Arthur Tremain, 1
had often heard Harry speak of Arthur
Treanain, the hero of his boyhood; but |
when T was introduced to him that
evening, aud tried to weleome him as
my husband’s friend, there was some-
thing behind the handsome face and the

ad to repel me. If Iwere a Swaeden- |
borgian I would say that onr spheres
were antagonistic. I felt the fascina-

versational powers, but I could not feel |
He boarded at
the Rossin House, and as he was report-
¢d to be a millionaire on the lookout

thousands, he soon beecame s welcome
visitor at the best houses in the eity,
Still, notwithstanding all the attention
that was paid him and the coustant in-
vitations that he received, his most fre-
quent visits were made at onr humble
home. As time passed on, the aversion
that 1 felt at first ceased almost entire-
ly, snd I began to look forward with
pleasure to the time of lus coming. He
had & réemarkably fine tenor voice and a
brilliemt performer on the piano, and as
Harry apd myselfl were both passion-
ately fond of musie, our evenings pass-
ed delightfully. He came almost daily; |
at first, only in the evening, when my
husband wounld be at home; but in a
few weeks he eame frequently at hours |
when Harry would be at the store. At

length I was aroused to a knowledge of |
the fact that these visits always were

followed by a feeling a vague dissatis-

faction with the situation in which I

was placed, and with my surroundings, |
I took myself seriously to task, and
now, remembered covert hints, insinua-
tions, allnsions to my former position, |
half-expressed pity for the change,
many, many things, so quietly said and
so delicately covered that they had fail-
ed at the time to excite my anger or
suspicion. But why shonld he wish to
make me discontentg] with my home?

convineed that he was trying to wean
me from my true love for my husband,
and to win that love for himself.

* Ashamed to think so myself, and
more ashumed to eonfess it to another,
I conld not go to Harry and ask him to
pnt an end to Mr. Tremnin's too fre-
quent visits ; but went to Aunt Janet,
and complained of the interruption of
my household duties. She only said,
*Right, child! You are quite right;
but from that day Mr. Tremain always
found ker established in our little par-
lar with her knitting, looking grim and
stately, rt.*ml}' to nssist me in entertain-
ing him, or to entertain him herself,
excusing me on asccount of my house-
haold cares.

** After the advent of Aunt Janet, Mr.
Tremain’s visits became less frequent; |
but T was soon pained to see a grnati
change in my husband. The cheerful,

! hopeful lopk vanished from his face, |

anid gave place to an expression of the |
decpest dejection. Instead of spending
his evenings at home, as had always |
been his habit, he remamed out late at {
night, snd returned sad and despondent,
his sleep was n‘ﬁﬂe:m uml iI!hTﬂlph‘ll. ‘
amd he L_mkl-d so haggard and eareworn
that I hecame anxions about his health,
* Near the last of December Harry's
employor determined to send him to I
|
|

| Montreal in charge of n large sum of

moemey, nearly foerty thonsand dollars
He was to leave in the train at 10 P.M.,
and when he returned in the evening he
i?i"l'il.[.:‘]]t the mouney with him. Mr. Tre-
main accompanied him, and T heard my
hnsband SHY v‘\l‘it(1ll_\'. . 5:‘\'|'rjt'ﬂf with
me again in that manner, Arthnr, or
our friendship must cease. Dearly as I}

| love my wife, not ever for her dear sake

wonld I wrong my employers out of one
farthing: and T cannot and will not
have my honesty ealled in question,
even in jest.”

**Mr. Tremain langhed lightly as he
made some low reply. They shook
hands, and the subject seemed to be for-
gotten, :

“Mr. Tremain intended to start that
evening for New York, by the way of |
Niagara, and at five o'clock my husband
accompanied him to the terminus of the
Great Western Railroad. He returned
in an honr, complaining of a severe
headache, He said that he had taken a
glnss of ale with his friend before bid-
ding him good bye, and had not felt well
afterward ; indeed, from that time he
had heen growing worse, I made him
acup of strong tea, bathed his head,
and did all in my power to arouse him
from the stupor that seemed to be rap-
idly overpowering him. At length, be-
coming alarmed, I despatehed the wood
sawyer for the nearest physician. He
soon returned, saying that the dooctor
wonld b~ there in half an hour. Eight,
nine, ten o'clock eame, and po doetor.
I looked anxiously from the door, but
the weather had become stormy, and
the driftinz snow kept every person
within doors, =o that I conld not see a
single passer by. I could not leave my
helplesa babe, and apparently dying
husband, who now lay perfectly uncon- |
seions, his livid face and heavy labored
breathing awakening my greatest fears,
s0 with a fervent prayer that Ged, in
His infinite mercy wonld spare my dear
one, 1 prepated to spend the night in
watching by his side.

‘“Eleven o'clock, and still no change
for the better. The fire was burning
low and I took the cozl senttle to re-
plemish it with coal. As I kunew the
wind would extingmish the lamp, I
thought that T wounld find my way to
the eoal honse in the dark. As 1 gtnp-
ped upon the kitchen porch I started,
thinking that I heard the sound of
voices. Robberieshad been frequent,
particularly during the last few months,
and for the first time that night I
thought of tho large sum of monay now
Iving in the house. T was not mistaken.
Notwithstanding the violence of the
storm, I could hear persons conversing
in the coal house; and silently ap-
proaching, I could distingnish the
words, To my amazement, the voice
vas that of Mr. Tremain,

“Are you perfectly sure,” he said,
*“ that she has had no opportunity to
send the money back to Lee & Brother.

*“ Sure ! Of course I'm sure,” answer-
ed the other. ** Haven't I watched the
house all the evening? She came to the
door two or three times and looked up
and down the street; but vo one wonld
be ont such a night ns this "

“ Have vou seen Gordon 9

“Yes, She sent me for the doctor,
and T hid myself a bit, and then went
and told her the doctor wonld be there
in half an honr, Gordon breathed so
lond that you could hear him all over
the house : his face was purple, almost
black, and he appeared not to know
anything.”

iqum‘ so, [ gave Tom the
um o strone Jdose.  Did

“Yes, Isn
you remove the bolts and window fost-

| ing deliberate aim, T fired, onee, twice ;

' blood,

“Yes; Idid that when T went to tell
Mrs. Gordon sbout the doctor.”

“You have done well. Tf we sueeceed
you shall have three thousand. How
about that shanty of yours on Pigeon
Lake? Can we take her there, and will
there be anybody to take care of her?”

“0Of course. I have an Indian wife
there 'and two grown daughters. She
must be gagged and wrapped up in the
buffalo robes: for the last sixty miles
yon must hire Indians to her,
But what will yon do with the "child ?
Will you take that, too ¥’

‘““No, Ishall leave that with Gor-
don, If he lives—which is dounbtful,
for he tock a strong dose—he will think
that his wife stole the money and de-
serted him and the child, eareful
to replace the bolts and leave every-
thing seenre but the front door. I have
made Gordon think that Lis wife is (lis-
contented, tired of her hard life, and
longing for ease and wealth,”

““When will the sleigh be here ?”

‘At ten o'clock precisely. Yon must
be ready for sction then, but now you
had better see that all is eafe.”

I had stood as one spell-bound while
the villians disenssed their plans, and
now 1 mysell wearily into the
kitchen, elosed and bolted the door, and
then went back to the bedside of my

husband. T took my sleeping baby
from its erib and laid it by its father’s
side, and taking the money from the
drawer piaced it nnder his pillow, A|
revolver lay on the secretary, and Harry
had taught me how to nse it. 1 exam-
ined the barrels to see that all were
loaded and primed, and laid it on the
table by thé bedside ; then, after one
prayer for Divine aid and protection, I
seated myself onee more by the bedside
of my apparently dying husbaud, to
bathe his head and breast, and to do
what little T could to aronse him from
the fearful stupor which I now feared
must end in death. That was a terrible
wateh, dear Anna, The strong arm
that bad always been sble to protect
me, now lay weak and powerless as an
infant’s; and I, a frail and timid wo-
man, was left alone to defend myself
and my dear ones from the cruel villains
already on the watch to invade our
peaceful home.

“ Twelve o'clock ! How soon it came !
Not gquite one; but there was u slight
noise at the store room window. My
ears were strained to eatelh the slighest

sound ; a door opened softly, and muf-
fled steps were heard crossing the kitch-
en floor. I raised the revolver with my
finger on the trigger; then two men
with masked faces, bending forward and |
peering ecarefully around them, stole
slowly into the parlor; they were just
opposite my l)e(%mom door, when, tak- |

one fell. but his companion sprang to-
ward me with an oath. I fired again
and agnin; he was wounded, but still
came staggering towards me; I fired
again, Anpna, I had meant to wound,
to disable him, but I did not mean to
kill im ; and as he fell dead at my
feet, shot throngh the heart, I sank
swooning on the floor.

**I do not know how long I lay uncon-
scious; but I was aroused by the groaus
of the wounded man, and his piteous
appeals for water. Iraised myself with
diffienlty, and almost hoping to find the
events of the night only a fevered
dream ; but there Iny the horrible wit-
ness that they were too true. His head
lay “within the doorway, and I was
obliged to pass him to give assistance
to his wounded and suffering comrade.
My feet seemed like lead ; but 1 moved,
slowly and mechanieally, to do what
must be done. 1 brought him water,
removed the mask and raised his head
that he might drink, staunched the |

and applied a bandage to his
wound, bnthm‘ his faee, placed a pillow
under his head, and spread a blanket
over him to protect him from the eold.

“ By this time Harry's face had lost |

its purple hue, and his breathing had | 30t to hinder me.

become more natural.
head with ice water, and as T heard that
coffee is an antidote against narcoties, I
made some, hot and strong. [ sncceed-
ed in arousing him sufficiently to be able
to drink if, and soon saw that the dan-
ger was past. Then, woman-like, T was

the feeling thaf, weak sand half con-
scions as he was, he could still protect |
me,

“When I was fully aroused the next
morning to a knowledge of my situa-
tion, Harry stood at my side, still pale
and weak from the effects of yesterday's
potion. Mr, Lee's voice in the next
room was giving orders for the removal
of the dead body of Mr. Tremaine, and
the safe-keeping of his wounded associ-
ate, Thomas McGrath, the wood-sawyer;
while dear Aunt Janet, with her arms
around my neck, was calling me ““brave
little woman,” little knowing what a
coward I felt myself to be, and declar-
ing me a werthy member of the family
of Gordon.

“This is the story, Anna, and you
will not wonder that I shonld shudder
and turn pale when anything recalls to
my remembreance that Night of Ter-
ror.”

The Birth of an Iceberg.

It" would be impossible with mere
words alone to convey any adequate
idea of the netion of this new-born child
of the Artic forests. Think of a solid
Inmp of ice, a third of a mile deep and
more than half a mile in lateral dia- |
meter, hurled, like a mere toy, away |
into the water, and see it rolling to and ‘
fro by the impetus of the act asif it
were a football ; now down on one side
until the huge bulk was nearly cap-
gized ; then back again; then down the
dther side ogee more, with the same nn-
resisting force ; and so on, up and down,
and down and up, swashing to and fro
for hours, before it comes finally to rest.
Picture this, and yon will have an image
of power not to be seen by the action of
any other foree upon the earth. The
disturbance of the water was incon-
ceivably fine. Waves of enormons mag-
nitude were rolled up with great voi-
lenee ngainst the glacier, covering it
with spray: billows came tearing down
the fiord, their progress marked by the
ceracking and erumbling ice, which was
everywhere in a state of wildest agi-
tation for the space of several miles.
Over the smaller icebergs the water
broke completely as if n tempest was
piling up lﬁo sens and then heaving
them fierceely against the shore. Then
to add still further to the existing com-
motion thus occasioned, the great wal-
lowing iceberg, which was the cause of
it all, was dropping fragments from its
sides with each oscillation, the reports
of the rapture reaching the ear above
the general din and clamor. Other
bergs were set in motion by the waves ;
and these also dropped pieces from their
sides ; and at last, as if 1t werethe grand
finale of the piece—the eclash of sym-
bals, and the big brass drum of natnre's
grand orchester—a monstroms berg
near the middle of the fiord spilt in
twe : and above the sound of breaking
waters and falling ice, this last disrup-
tion filled the air with a peal that rang
among the bergs and erags, and echoing
from hill to hill, died away only in the
void beyond the mountain tops; while
to the noisy tune, the icebergs of the
ford danced their wild angainly dance
upon the waters, It was many
heurs before this state of wild unrest
was suceeeded by the calm which had
preceded the commencement of it, and
when at length the icebergs that had
been born enme guietly to rest, and the
other icebergs had eceased their dance
upon the troubled sea, and the waves
had cessed their lashing, it seemed to
me that, in beholding this birth of an

| ven for saving me from some kind of
| transgression, and even for granting

I bathed his| tq]d to illnstrate a single virtue, hum- |
| ility, and the most unwarranted infer-

| (this is strietly confidential) [fanghter, ]

- for whom they did so much. No doubt

iceberg, T had beheld one of the most
snblime exhibtions of the great forees

wink to give
enings from the store rogm "

Nature,

-
Cowper as a Batirist.

Co r is a great satirist, and might
hnﬂz\m a still had hm%el
fallen in less plessant places. It may
seem ungracious and ungrateful to
tax Mrs. Unwin, Lady Austen, and his
gentle friends geuemﬂy, with defraud-
mg English literature of the full allow-
ance of musenlar verse from the poet

they prompted and assisted him to write
and even found him subjects; and some
",';'ﬁ“hink that, had it not been for their
influence, he wounld searcely have written
at all. But we are not of that opinion.
True, it was comparatively late in life
that he wrote those works which have
made him infamous; but we find him
not only dabbling in ink, but paying
court to the Mnses when he was only
just ont of hLis teens, and it is scarcely
conceivable that a person with so rare a
talent for literary composition wounld,
under any ciremstances, have remained
that mythical individual, a dumb ge-
nins, Moveover, his genius had from
the very ontset a very decided east, and
a cast it maintained to the end, in spite
of the hostile surroundings which tender
female friendship provided for him.
We confess we never think of Cowper
devoting his ‘* gentle hours,"” as he has
himself deseribed,—

**To weaving nets for hird-alluring fruit,
Or twining silkou threads roand ivory reels,
When they command whom man was born to pleass,’

without inwardly wishing that this born
lasher of vices and seourger of mankind
had seen more of the storms and vicissi-
tudes of life, and had looked deeper and
more at first hand at that ecomplex hu-
manity which, and not nature, was the
theme that really attracted him most
and inspired the best and most success-
ful efforts of his lyre. He was the
Inckiest of poets, so fur as his own in-
dividual comfort and happiness were
concerned. A Spenser dies *‘for lack
of bread,” a Chatterton for lack of every
thing; a Collins, of raving madness; a
Marlowe, in a tavern brawl; a Jonson,
in verty, debt and friendlessness;
whilst Cowper, the most helpless of
mortals, never wants for comfort, care,
and other folks' consideration, A Shaks-
peare marries and repents; a Milton
has three wives, and is not mueh better
off for any of them; a Byron finds in
his consort the bitterest of his enemies.
Cowper does not marry at all, and is
coddled, conxed and petted by a beyy
of faithfnl ladies, But could he have
survived the absenee of all these pretty
domestic felicities, it would seem cer-
tain that no English satirist wonld have
approached Cowper in the excellence of
Iis work.,

Personal Anti;;sa:hies.

There is one blameless person whom
I cannot love and have no excuse for
hating. It is the innocent fellow-crea-
ture, otherwise inoffensive to me, whom
I find I have involtintary joined on turn
ing a corner. I suppose the Mississippi,
which was flowing quietly along, mind-
ing its own business, hates the Missouri
for coming into it all at onece with its
muddy stream. I suppose the Missouri
in like manner hates the Mississippi for
diluting with its limpid, but insipid eur-
rent the rich reminiscences of the varied
soils through which its own stream has
wandered. I will not compare myself
to the clear or the turbid eurrent, but
I will own that my heart sinks when I
find all of a sudden I am in for a corner
conf dence, and I cease loving my neigh-
bor as myself until I can get away from
him. These antipathies are at least
weaknesses ; they may be sins in the
eye of the Recording angel. 1 often

The Women of the Harem.

These ladies enjoy a much ter
degree of liberty t is genaml{y sup-
They visit each other a great
eal, and enjoy sll the pleasures of gos-
sip and seandal which their freer sisters
can do. As they never read, and never
work, and have no household duties to
oceu their leisure, talk, and eating
and drinking, and unlimited smoking,
are their only resources for killing time.
At home they vary these amusements
by calling in the sid of the singing and
dencing girls, as they do not consider
it dignified to practice or these
accomplishments themselves. The sing-
ing and dancing women are profession-
als, and generally of very uneqguivoeal
character-—in fact, are almost universal-
ly a disreputable class. Then, too, on
Fridays the ladies go to the bath, and
spend the day there chatting and gos-
siping with each other,
club, and they enjoy it theroughly once
a week,

Bhopping, too, is another of their

astimes. In the you meet them
in grest numbers, either on foot or
perched on small donkeys, muffled o
and covered with large silk cloaks, wit
only a bright pair of wicked-lookin
eves visible, and gunarded by an ol
woman or sable eunuch. They are
‘quite as eager and as animated in shop-

ing as any Western woman can be.

e richer Iadies have also goods
brought to their houses by female trad-
ers, who make a very profitable trade
out of their fanciful customers, who
are entirely regardless of expense in
gratifying any whim or caprice that
seizes them.

The expenses of a man’s harem in
Turkey far surpass all those for the rest
of his household. It is his most ex-
pensive luxury.

The best trait of these lazy, idle, and
uneduested women is their devotion to
their offspring. They are good mothers,
and their love snd devotion are reci-
procated by their children. The strong-
est sentiment the Turk has is his rever-
ence for lis mother. However elevated
his position, he always stands up in her
presence until invited to sit down, a
compliment he pays to none besides,
It 1s related of the famous Ibrahim
Pasha, of Egypt, that on one oceasion,
having offended his mother, the old
lady intentionally omitted asking him
to sit down, and compelled him to stand
for an hour—a severe punishment for
an Oriental, Yet he at the time was
absolute arbiter of life and death
thronghont Egypt, and still a slave to
the whim of an old woman, beeause she
was his mother. Women who can com-
mand reverence and obedience as un-
qgualified as this surely must deserve it.

The practice of purchasing Georgian
and Cireassian women for the harems is
still kept up, Constantinople being the
great mart or central devmot of these
willing vietims.

They prefer the gilded slavery of the
harems, where they soon become des-
pots, to the life of hardship and priva-
tion which would be their lot at home.
On all the steamers coming from Con-
stantinople you may meet some sensual-
looking Turkish or Egyptian magnate
in charge of a bevy of veiled females,
whom he is bringing back to replenish
his stock of wives or slaves. They are
carefully secluded in private cabins,
and when permitted to breathe fresh air
on deck, resemble walking bundles of

oped, neither face nor figure to be seen.

The surprise of foreign visitors to
at when |

these caged birds

reproach myself with my wrong-doings.
I shounld like sometimes t6 thank Hea-

me
some qualities that if T dared I should |
be disposed to call virtues. I should |
do so, I suppose, if Idid not remember |
the story of the Pharisee. That ought
The parable was

ences have been drawn from it as to the
whole character of the two parties. Tt
scems not at all unlikely, but rather |

. probable, that the Pharisee was u fairer |
| | dealer, o better husband, and a more |
overcome by the consciousness of what | charitable
I had been through, and sank cowering | whose
by the bedside, my head upon my hus-| oq with one virtue,’
band’s breast, and elusg to him wilh | peen guilt y

person than the Publican, |

name has eome down to us *‘link-
' but who may have
¥, for anght that appears to
the contrary, of *‘a thonsand ecrimes.”
Remember how we limit the application
of other parables. The lord, it will be |
recollected, commended the unjast|
steward because lie had done wisely. f
His shrewdnesss was held np as an ex-
ample, but after all he was n miserable
swindler, and deserved the state prison
as much as many of onr financial oper-
ators. The parable of the Pharisee and
Publican is a perpetnal warning against
spiritual pride. DBut it must not fright- |
en any of ns out of beinz thankful that |
he is not, like this or that neighbor, |
nnder bondage to strong drink or opi- |
um, that he i8 not an Erie railroad man- |
ager, and that his hea:d rests in virtnons |
calm on his own pillow. If he prays in |
the morning to be kept ont of tempta-
tion as well as for his daily bread, shall
he pot return thanks at night that he
has not fallen into sin as well as that
lvis stomach has been filled? 1T do not
think the poor Pharisce has ever had
fair play, and I am afraid & good many
people sin with the comforting, half-
latent intention of smiting their breasts
afterward and repeating the prayer of
the Publican.— Holmes.

Henry Ward Beecher's School Days.

From his Lecture an Education.
When I was eight or nine years old

I was sent to school—an old, old paint-
ed village school house, that I ean smell
yet. [Langhter. |

We Hmd benches made of slabs of logs
put in each end, and we brought the
softness to them., [Laughter.] There
we sat. I eannot remember that I ever
learned anything at the common school
in my day. It was always a mystery to
me how T learned to read. T never re-
member any process how I got the al-
phabet. T thought I dreamed it out
somehow. My business used to be di-
vided between two things—being whip-

1 for rognery, and sitting on the

ench wishing it was time for recess
[Langhter. |

One comfort I enjoyed in looking out
of the window, seeing the country
ronnd, and hearing the murmuring of
the birds. The antumn ecame that year,
and the vacation was over. Then mother
said, *‘ Henry, next week theschool be-
gins.” *“‘Yes, ma, but I don’t want to
go?" *“Why not; do you want to grow
up a dunce ?” ““Yes, ma.” Then she
says, ** Don’t you know if yon do yom
will have to be a servant all yonr life ?"
“Yes, ma." “Yon would like to be a
servant, vour whole life 7" ** Yes, ma.”
“ Wonld von like to stay at home and
work as a servant 2’  ““ Yes, ma."”

I was-kept at home that winter, and
had to do the work of & servant, clean
up the house, set the table, and all these
things I followed out faithfully, and in
the winter I chopped the wood and
brought it in, and 1t was no =mall mat-
ter to bring in wood for ome of these
old Litelifield honses, [Laughter. ]

I enjoyed myself very mmuch, but I
did not know that I was edneating my-
self. My experience taught me to rel ¥
npon myself, snd I was never placed in
any sitnation where I could not do the
thing that was necessary. I could shoe
a horse, mend a harness, fix & broken
wagon, or cut off a man’s leg, T believe,
if necessary. [Langhter.]

—The bill for the repeal of the new
P law, which interfered so seri-
ously with the transmission of seeds
and plants through the mails, has

they are contemp cbadoled with
on the little care their husbands take
of them, and the indifference they must

| feel toward them, in permitting their

nnveiled faces to be seen by every eye.
The Eastern woman is proud of the
precantions hér husband takes to insure
her fidelity, conceiving it to be a mark
of lis interest in her,

time they conceive themselves perfectly

at liberty to baffle that vigilance if

they can, and intrigue is a passion with
them, although the punishment, if de-
tected, 1s sure and sudden death.

As to what we regard as the pleasures
of home and society, they are neither
known nor prized in those regions.
They live an animal existence, and en-
joy life in that sense only. An educated
and cultivated woman is a rara avis
among them. Such a one was the
princess of Said Pasha, former Vieceroy
of Egypt.
but a poetess as well, and impressed all

foreign ladies who saw her by the grace
and elegance @f her manners and
speech.

While very young the Eastern women
may be charming, but they become
prematurely old at an age when Wes-
.tern women are in their prime. Early
development (they are marriageable at
ten years of age,) and the indolent life
they lead, stuffing themselves with un-
wholesome food, tend to produce this
effect, together with the enervating ef-
fects of climate and early maternity.

Such is the trne picture of the life of
an Eastern woman, who is the pampered
and petted plaything, not the com-
panion, counselor, and friend, of her
husband, and whose code of morality is
so lax as to justify the restraints placed
upon her, unless, indeed, it may be
argued that the effect is produced by
that very cause, and the system which
secks to prevent prodnees the universal
laxity of morals, which none can deny.
— Harper's.

Blank Verse.

Is a dangerous weapon for auy one to
handle who does not know exactly what
he has got to say, and who has not a
self-denying talent for saying nothing
else. In spite of many noble things
said in blank verse outside the drama,

vailed in our day to an alarming extent,
we make bold to affirm that blank verse
is suited rather to dramatic composition
than to any other. Mere narrative in
blank verse, unless the theme be very
lofty and permit of sonorous periods, is
r, bald stuff, as a good deal of Mr.
ennyson’s “‘Idyls,” notwithstanding
his laborionsness, his severe critical
faculty, and the excellency of his Eng-
lish, amply demonstrates. The real
essence, force and value of blank verse
is that it is declamatory. Hence its ap-
propriateness in the drama, and the an-
noyance one feels when Shakspeare
makes his chapters speak in rhyme.
Hence, if a poet insists upon writing
blank verse, when he is not writing
drama, he inevitably steers between two
equully fatal rocks. He muns the dan-
ger of being turgid or being tame; and
it is hard to say, having before us all
that has been written by Thomson,
Yonng, Cowper, Wordsworth, and poegs
of our own day, upon which rock men
oftener split. govper is rather declam-
atory than tame, and the consequence is
that his blank verse is generally won-
fully good. Mr. Tennyson's blank
verse, and indeed that of every livin
writer, is very poor stuff, qua bl
verse, com with Cowper's, though,
of course, Cowper is not to be com:
to Mr. Tennyson in poetie genins. But
Cowper has the defects of his virtnes;
he writer blank verse so easily and so
well, that he piles on his words without
measure. In the drams, the anthor
feels that each partienlar character has
something to say, and he is limited by
that something ; but when the author 1s
himself the speaker he is bound neither
by the necessity of the situation nor by
any inherent difficnlty in his meter from
bemg intolerably garrulous. Hence
most writers of verse are tire-
some, and OCowper is ineffably so.
Rixymed heroics would have necessarily
curtailed his lengthy disquisitions, and
he would often have to eom
into two lines what in ** The Task" he

ed both Houses of Congress and ouly
awaits the Presidential sanction, whic

It was, in tenth, a couvulsion, | will no doubt be promptly given.

sprends over a dozen. BSatire ::gecial_ly
in blank verse lacks point, satire
' without point is nothing.— Temple Bar,

This is their |

black silk, so carefully are they envel- |

At the same

She not only was a musician, |

and in spite of u taste which has pre- |

CONGRESSIONAL.

Sexate, Monday, Jan. 27.—Remon®
strances were presented against the repeal of
the bankrupt law.
kedlm.;:n steamship company for $18,000,-
000, and to appropriste £2, 000,000 for the
promotion of education in th:lat;ulh' wmo:efer-
red. A resolution to inquireinto the condition

of the accounts between the several Pacifie raill-
roads and the United States, gro out of the

provigion requiring five per t of their net
earnings to be annually in payment of
the bonds and interest, was objected to and

laid over. On motion of Mr. Conklin, the com-
mittee on public buildings was instructed
to inquire into the expediengy of abandoning
the present executive mansion and pro-
vidiug another residence for the President, A
bill to require national banks to restore their
i ot ) b b
ney was . i ive
propriation bill was taken aup and dimsmdht'
pending which the Senate went into Executive
session and soon after adjourned.

House—A number of bills were intro-
duced, among them the following: To refund
certain taxes collected on raw potton exported :

for the enlargement of the James and Ksnawhia
canal. declaring Inaugnration dar a legal hol-
iday: Mr. Butler offered a ution calling
on all the Secretaries of Department to fur-
nish copies of all questions propounded to can-
didates for appointment to clerkships in their
respective departments. The resolation was
regarded as gokmg fun at civil service reform,
excited langhter, and was adopted. A resolu-
tion to negotiste for Cmnm‘n Emancipa-
tion Proclamation was pted. A bill was
passed declaring the meaning of the amenda-
tory bankrupt act of June 8, to be, to exempt
from ju ent against bankmpts, the amount
allowad by the constitution and laws of each
State respectively as existing in the 1871. The
resclution instructing the commities on Ways
and Means to report forthwith a bill refunding
the cotton tax, was rejected—vyess 76, nayvs 105,
A resolution for a committes of three on the
completion of the Washington monument,
was adopted. The Senate amendments to the
House bill abolishing the franking privilage,
were taken up and agreed to—ayes 143, nays
38. [The smendments make it to take effect
July 1, 1878, aud provide that no allowance for
Kgﬂtng's ehall be made to Senators and mem-
r8. They also strike out that portion of
Hounse bill providing for an issusof stamps to
cover official co ndence or public docu-
ments, making the bill a and simple re-
peal of the franking privilege. The bill now
Epu to the President for his u}zn ature.] A
ill repealing, after the 1st of July, 1878, all
laws for the printing and distribution of pub-
licdocuments, was rejected—yeas 97, nays 93
[requires a two-thirds vote.] Pending the
the consideration of s bill providing for the
sppointment, by the President, of thres com-
missioners, to inquire into the general man-
agement of railroads eng&gﬂd in transportation
between the several States, the House ad-
journed.

Sexare, Tnesday, Jan. 28—Vice Pres-
| ident Colfax asked for the appointmeut of a
| committee of Benators to make a& more thor-

: ough investigation into charges alleged against
| him in connection with ecredit Mobilier Stock.
Benator Pratt, of Indisns, moved the appoint-
| ment of such a committee. Senator Thur-
 man, of Ohio, oilpoeed it, becanse, if the Viee
| President is guilty, it is the duty of the House
| of ]hrrmntatimw impeach him: if innoocent
| it is the duty of the House to refrain from im-
peaching him. Pratt's motion to appoint said
committes was lost—only Pratt voting in the
affirmative. The amendments of the House
' to the Vienna Exposition bill were concurred
lin. [It appropristes $200,000,] The bill is
! therefore passed. The legislative appropria-
ti ill was then eonsiderad, when amend-
me were adopted requiring that uo judg-
ment of the Court of Claims should be paid
except to persons whose loyalty hind been
proved ; also, raising the salaries of numerous
executive officers. e Becretary of the Bep- |
ste was directed to canse o statement to he |
prepared, showing the action of the Senate
and House of Hepreseniatives in examining !
and counting the Electoral voles for President
from 1789 down. The charman of the Com-
| mittes on Privilegea and Elections reported an
amendment to the leguslative appropriation
bill raising the salaries of members of Con- |
grevs to ég,ﬂl)(\ per year. Amendment laid on
the table—yeas 53, nays 13. The death of
Hon. John Strong, late represeutative from
Connecticnt, was announced, and eulogies
were deliverad by Messrs. Buckingham and
Ferry.

Hovse.—The Senate amendments to
the Indian appropriastion bill were considered
and disposed of. The bill for the admission
of Colorado as a State was discussed till 4
| o'clock, when the desth of Julius 8, Strong of
Connecticut was announced and appropriato
| enlogies deliversd. Adjourned.

Sexate, Wednesday, Jan. 29. —Viece
President Colfax vacated the chair after the
reading of the journal—-Mr. Anthony, Presi-
| dent pro tem, presiding. The legialative ap
| propristion bill was taken up. The motion to
reconsider the amendment by which the sala-
ries of certain heads of bureaus were increased
from 3,000 to $4.000, was lost —veas 14, nays
33—and the salaries are permanently increased
50 far as the Senate is concerned. The smend-
meint to probihit the payment of any judgment
of the Court of Claims, unless the claimant is
proved to have never given aid or ‘comfort to
the rebellion, came up on & motion to recon-
sider the vote by which it was passed. A mo-
tion to lay the motion to reconsider on the ta-
ble, was lost. An amendment further reduc-
ing the elerieal foree in the Post office Depart-
ment in consequence of the sbolition of the
franking privilege, was agreed to. The Sen-
ate then went into Executive session, and af-
terwards adjourned.

Hovse—The bill for the admission of
Colarado, after an animated discussion, was laid
ou the table--yeas 117, nays 61. In the Florida |
| contested election ease, Mr. Niblack was declnr-

ed entitled to the seat and dnly qualified. Mr.
| Wilsou, chisirman of the Select committes on
| the Union Pacifle Railroad and Credit Mobilier
| investigation, reported that Joseph B, Stewart,

of Washington, had refusred tc answer certain
| questions ns to the disposition made by him of
| a large amonnt of bonds which hiad been given
| him i 1564 and 1563 for the arrangement of

pending diffionlties with other companies.

After a long dis on, it was ordered that

Stewnrt shounld be brought pefore the House
| forthwith to show cause why Le should not be
committed te apswer for contempt. Ad-
journed.

Senate, Jan, 29—2Mr. Anthony intro-
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SEA SONG.

me s little song —
spirit said to me—
Just

long saud lon, with me
the =i 8::“1]-’!!\-!1:0"

stroug ships across the sea—
the bg'm,pl.ha boundless ses,
me about the plans we planned ;
ow ons of those good ships should be
My way to find some flowery land
Away beyond the misty sea,
Where, always, you should live with wos.

Bing, lastly, how our hearts were caught
Up into heaven, because that we
RKnew not the flowery land we sought
Lay all Leyond that other sea—
Tlst soundless, nailless, solemn ses,

MY QUEEN.,
BY JOHN . KAXK,

I eall her * Queen "—the lady of my love—
Since, that in all one iroless may claim
Of true pobility to suit the name,

She i right royal, and so approve

My loving homage, All that painter's art
And poet’s fantasy delight to find
In queonlivess is here: the noble mind,

The stately bearing, and the gracious besrt
The voice most musieal ; the brow serens,
And beaming benediction—like a queen ;

And oh! snch pecrlesn beauty, that [ swear
(Recalling each fair face that loud Renown
Hath found or feigued beneath n jeweled erown)

I fatter queens to call ber * queenly fafr!™

Good Bociety.

I hear that parents who have sons and
daughters growing up are anxious for
them to get into good society. An hon-
orable anxiety, if it interprets good so-
ciety after some lofty fashion. Your
daughter is in good society when she is
with girls who are sweet and pure and
true hearted; who are not vain or frivo-
lons; who think of something besides
dress, or flirfing, or marriage; between
whom and their ents there is confi-
dence; who useful as well as ornamental
in the house; who cultivate their minds,
and train their handsto skilful workman-
ship. If society of this sort is not to
be had, then none at all is preferable
to a worthless article, See to it that yon
impress this on your children, and
above all that you do not enconrage
them to think that good society isa
matter of fine eclothes, or wealth, or

*“ boasting to be somebody.” As you
value your child’s soul gnard her against
these miserable counterfeits, and im-

press upon her that intelligence, and
simplicity, and modesty, and goodness
are the only legal coin. The same mle
holds for boys as well as girls. You
wotuld have these enter into good socie-
ty. Do not imagine that you have ac-
complished it when you have got them
m with a set of bovs whose parents are
wenlthier than you, who dress better
than your boy ean afford to, and who
pride themselves upon their social po-
sition. Good society for a boy is the
society of boys who are honest and
straightforward, who have no bad habits,
who are earnest and ambitions. They
are not in a hurry to be men. ‘They
are not ambitions for the company of
shallow, heartless women old enough to
be their mothers, and are not envious
of their young friends who fancy there
is something grand in dulling the edge
of their heart's hope npon such jaded
favorites, I know of nothing sadder
than to see either young men or young
women priding themselves unpon the
good society which they enjoy, when,
verily, it is a dead sea apvple that will
choke them with its dust, just when they
need some generons, juiey fruit to eool
their lips and stay the hunger of their
sonls.—J. W. Chadwick,

Eli Perkins' New Plan for Iron-Proof
Buildings.

It pains me to hear of so many people
being burned on account of elevators
and defectives flues. To-day Ilmd a

lan before the Fire Inspectors, which
if enrried out, will remedy the evil.

When T called on the Inspector of
Buildings, Mr. McGregor was trying
some experiments with Professor Tyn-
dall. They were trying to abstract the
heat from fire, so us to leave the fire
perfectly harmless. Then they tried
experiments in concentrating water, to.
be used in the engines in case of a
drouth. The latter experiment proved
eminently successfnl.., Twelve barrels
of Croton water were evaporated down
to a gill, and this was senled in a small
phial, to be diluted and used to put out
fires in cases where no Croton water can
be had. In some eases the water is to
be evaporated and concentrated till it
becomes a fine dry powder, and this is
to be blown upon the fire through tin
horns— that is, it is to extinguish the
fire, in a horn
I examined the powderized water
with great interest took a horn—in my
hands—and proceeded to elnecidate my

lan of constructing fire-proof flnes.
I told them how the holes of the flues
should be constructed of non-combns-

| tible material and them old corrugated

iron, without any apertures, poured
aronnd them.

* Wonderful ! exelaimed Professer
Twndall, and Mz, MeGiregor in a breath;
“but where will vou place these flues.
Mr. Perkins?”

“ Ay iden,” replied, drawing n dia-
gram on the wall-puper with a piece of
chareoal, is fo have these flues in every
instance loeated in the adjoining house,

“Magnificent !” Bnt how abount the
elevators 2" Why after putting them
in the next house too, I'd seal them up
water-tight and fill them with Croton;

duced a bill incorporating the Mississippi and
| Ohio Tnnnel and Tabe Co., with & eapital of |
i ten miilion dollars. [The bid proposesto con- |
struct tunnels under the Mississipyi and Ohio
rivers, to be nsed for connecting railways cen-
| tering near their junction.] The legixiative
| appropriation bill was resumed. The motion
to reconsider the vote by which an amendment
was adopted, prohibiting the payment of judg-
| ments of the Court of Claims to claimants |
whose loyalty during the rebellion bLad not |
| been proved, was adopted—yeas 120, nays 26.
| After tho rejection of various amendments,
| the amendment of Morrell, of \'t;ﬂhibﬁung
the payment of any judgment aw by the
| Court of Claims unless the claimant is proved
to have given no aid or comfort to the rebel-
lion, was adopted —yeas 25, nays 23, and the
legislative appropristion bill was passed. Mr
Trumbull

the amendment becsuse it
would violate the faith of both !.I:Iem Legislative
and Executive departments of government.
Adjourned.

House.—Mr. Willard reported from
the Committe on Invalid Pensions a bill to
restors to the pension rolls the names of such
pensioners of the war of 1812, as were stiuck
therefrom by the sct of 4th of February, ul)s&ﬂ.
for alleged nid and encouragement given o
rebellion—the jions to be pmd from the

of this act. The bill also entitles
such s to the benefit of the act of the
14th of February, 1871, ti sions to
the survivors of the war of 1872. The bill led
to s long disenssion, and was finally
Joseph B. Stewsrt, the lawver who refused to
teut.i.ry bef

ore the Credit Mobilier Committee,
was presentoed before the bar of the House,
and in answer to s question by the spesker,
spoke for an hour denving that he waa in con-
tempt, but refusing to answer. Thereupon a
resolution was adopted, with but one diseent-
ing voice, declaring Stewart in contempt of the
House, and Stewart was reman to the
custady of the Sergeant-at-arms, tobe detained
until the further order of the House, nnless he
declared his willinﬁa to and answer
before the Commi The House went into
Committee of the whole on the fortifiestion
bill. Then the Committes rose, the bill was

ooy

—An attraction at the Michigan
Poultry Show was a huge bald eagle,
swinging in a great circular cage sus-
| pended from the ceiling in the centre
of the room. His sole co::}mmou was
a plump hen, roosting co ortably on

the cross-bar on which the eagle was

standing, and appsrently quite undis-
tnrbedniy his frequent and fierce cries,
and by the flapping of his mighty

wings. It was explamed to interested
on-lookers that tiinene two birds, so
utterly unlike, have been some time
associnted, and get on perfectly well.
Indeed, the eagle seems to have formed
quite an attachment for the hen, and is
careful to see that she receives no in-
jury.

—Chinese smugglers buy pretty
Corean girls for » measure of millet

then I'd turn them bottom-side up, and
if they eanght fire the flames would
only draw down into the cellar.

The Red Sea.

A writer in the London News remarks
that the Red Sea is rather noted for
being hot, bat the greatest heat is said
to be in August and the early days of
September. There are burning deserts
on each side of the sea, and the hot air
from them is most intense in this month,
and must come by whatever wind may
chance to blow,

Sleeping on deck becomesthe fushion,
and every night increases the number of
what seems corpses laid out in rows
At last, as we get in the middle of the
eabins below, and they have their beds
brought on deck. Wiping the perspira-
tion from the face and neck is the only
possible oceupaticn. If you try to
write, great drn;lm gather and come
down with a splash on the paper as if
from a thunder clond. Men with bald
heads seem always to Lave u}ucrup \‘;{
pearls coming up throngh the skin,
the pores o!‘thegady seem like reqmtrml
fountains of water. The sight on the
forecastle is very striking at night
There are the crew of Lascars, and the
seedy Wallahs, or negroes, who do the
nt-oking—-poor fellows, they come up
from their fiery Gehenna gasping, at
times fainting in this climate. The
stewards also take refuge onthe fore-
castles, and it is the only place for the
second-class passengers, and among them
are two Chinese women, a Malay woman,
and a group of Ayahs from Ceylon,
Madras and Calentta, There are two
Jews from Singapore, an English groom
in charge of a horse, and a few others, a
different class, who cannot afford the

ay first-class fare. All come on to

orecastle, except a lady or two, who do
not like the thick erowding of the
sleepers, for the whole place 15 & mass
of human beings. The heat is far too
great for fun, singing, or even conversa-
tion. Everyone lays himself down to
rest, and remains there absorbed with
his own sensations, till sleep gives him
complete repose. Wherever there is a

t where a man can pnt his body the
;Y:m is soon filled.

—1It is nsserted that an ice house in
Liyon's Falls, N. Y., has not been empty
for 20 years, nor has = ponnd of ice
ever been put into it. The building is

constra after the ordin _mel.lmd,
and when 1t is designed to fill it, a rose
let is placed upon the water pipe, and

as the water comes through it is chilled
aud drops into the house, where it

forms & solid mass,

How a Question Was Answered.

A first rate story is told of a very
rominent muan, who lived in Detroit
orty years ago, and who at that time

owned more steamboat stock than any
other man in the western country, be-
side other wealth to a large amount.

Like many of the pioneers who wso-
quired great riches, he was very igndr-
ant in all that books taught, but his
learning was more like wisdom ; and in
common with many who lived and
passed away, but left their mark behind
them, he knew what tree wounld make
shingles by luoking st it "

He had ot the time of our story, just
completed a splendid new warehouse at
Buﬂ};]o. and wanting a suitable clerk to
take charge of it, he advertised for one
in the papers. Next morning early a
candidate for the position presented
himself—a rather too flashy young man
in appearance—when the following con-
versation occurred :

“Young man, when you make o mis-
take in any of your books, how do you
correct it 9"

The young man explained, in a very
profuse manner, how he should proceed
to make it all right.

“A good way, no doubt, to do it,"
replied the old man; “but I shan't
want you."

Very soon another aspirant put in an
ap nee, A similar gquestion was
asked him, and in a long and ecloguent
manner he pointed out the remedy i ull
such cases,

All the reply was, ‘‘Young man, I
shan't want you."

Some three or four others dropped in
during the day, and to each one the
same question was put, and they all
had some smart way of covering up
errors in their books.

The old gentleman was entirely ignor-
ant himself of the art of book-keaping,
bnt he had wisdom in all things, which
is more than a mateh for learning.

Just at the close of the day n plainly-
dressed man, with a bright eve and n
brisk step, ealled for the situstion.

“ Take a seat sir,” said the old gen-
tleman. *‘Iwant to ask you just one
question. When yon make n fnlse en-
try on your books, how du you go to
work to correct it ?"

Turning upon his guestioner a cold,
aharp look, the young man replied :

“1 don't make those kind n} mistakes,
BiT.

“Ah ! my dear sir, you are just the
man 1 have been looking for all day ;"
and in a few moments after the man
who eorrected his blundera by not mnk-
ing them, was installed in the offier,
Complete Marriage.

The following wise words of Theodore
Parker on ‘' Complete Marriage ™ de-
serve repetition :

““Men and women, and especially
young people, do not know that it
takes years to marry completely two
hearts, even of the most loving and
well-sorted! But nature allows no sud-
den change. We slope very gradually
from the ecradle to the summit of life.
Marringe is gradual, a fraction of ns
at a time. A happy wedlock is a long
falling in love. 1 know young persons
think love only belongs to brown lair
and plump, round erimson checks. So
it does for its beginning, just as Mt,
Washington begins at Boston Bay, DBut
the golden marriage is apart of love
which the bridal duy knows nothing of.
Yonth is the tassel and silken flower of
love; age is the full corn, rips snd solid
in the enr. Bemutiful is the morning
of love, with its prophetic crimson vio-
let, purple and gold; with its hopes of
days that are to come. Beautiful also
the evening of love, with its glad re-
membrances and its rainbow side turn-
ed towards heaven as well as earth

““ Young people marry their opposites
in temper and general character, and
such a marringe is commonly s good
match. They do it instinctively. The
young man does not say, ‘My black eyes
require to be wed with blue, and my
over-vehemence requires to be a little
modified with something of dnliness
and reserve.' When these opposites
come together to be wed they do not
know it, but each thinks the other just
like himself. Old people never marry
their opposites; they marry their simi-
lars, n.m{)‘ from enleunlation, Each of
these two arrangements are very proper.
On their long jonrney, these opposites
will fall out very many times, nnd both
get away from the road they will go by,
and become reconciled. He will be-
ecome nobler and larger associated with
so much humanity unlike himself, and
she will be a nobler woman for having
manhood beside her that seeks to cor-
rect her deficiencies and supply her
with what she lncks, i the diversity be
not too grest, and there be real plety
and love in their hearts to begin with.

“ The old bridegroom, having s much
shorter journey to make, must assoeinte
himself with one like himself. A per-
feet and complete marringe is, perhaps,
as rare as perfect personal benuty.
Men and women are muarried fractional-
ly, now a small fraction, then a large
fraction. Very few are married totally,
and they only, I think, after some forty
or fifty years of gradual approach snd
experiment. Such a large and sweet
fruit it a complete marriage, _:uul it
needs a very long summer to ripen in
and then a long winter to mellow and
season in. Bnt a real, happy marriage
of love and judgment, between s noble
man and woman, is one of the things so
very handsome that if the sun were, na
the Gireck poets fabled, a ged, he might
stop the world in order to feast his eyes
wit‘): such a spectacle.”

Why Women Lose their Beauty.

Shut up ia honses nine-tenths of their
time, with either no exercise, or that
whieh is of a limited, irksome sameness,
they are, as a consequence, nnnaturally
pale, soft and tender ; their blood is
poorly organized and watery, their
museles small and flabby ; and the force
and funetiona of their bodies, asa whole,
run low in the seale of life. A spurious
fillness is often seen in the outline
during girlhood, which usually melts
like snow under an April sun whenever
the endurance is put to the test, as in

rforming the functions of a mother,
l:l"(l‘w change in appearance from the
maiden of one year to the mother of the
next is often so striking and enduring
that it is difficult to believe we are look-
ing on the same person. ‘The round,

leasing shape is prematurely displaced
E_v a pinched sngularity, and an un-
timely and unseemly appearance of
uge. Travelers from other countries,
who have had an extensive means for
observation and comparison, have re-
marked upon the great beanty of Ameri-
can women, and the early age at whieh it
is Iost. Some have ascribed this to the
climate ; but more intelligent observers
agree that it is the hot-house, enervating
mode of life. English ladies of rank,
who, by the way, are (:’}ehn}unl Icl:;

eeping their beauty even to a nipe ok
:gc. think notbingynf walking a lhalf
dozen miles at a time : while American
ladies would think such n» thing “per-
feetly dreadful.” If American women
4o daintily and richly fed, will sit in
dark and sultry rooms the live-long
day, they must expect to bloom too
soon, to hasten through this charming
period—at the longest in about ten
yenrs—and for twenty-five yeams after,
have the grim satisfaction of being thin,
wrinkled, angular and sallow.

—A young lady st a recent fashion-
able church wedding in New York seat-
ed herself on the back of a pew for bet-
ter observation, but seriously interrapt-
ed the ceremony by an involuntary som-
ersault and attempt to stand on her
head in the pew just behind.

—Texas contains now 40 agricultural
societies, nearly all of which were or-

ganized during the last two years,

An Important Canal Project

The people of the Statea,
having pow become fgl?aof the
necossity of internal impro ts, ard
moving sotively in the matter, A **Con.
vention of the Governors of the So
and Northwest” lLas been ealled,
meet at Atlania on the 19th inst.,
compare views na to n projected ecsunl
from Bt. Lounis to Savanuah, It is also
proposed that the convention, after their
adjournment here, shall visit Macon and
Savannah in a body, and in person view
the gotmd. and sequaint themselves
with the temper and opinions of the peo-
ple of thiose cities. The project contem-
plates a continnous line of water com
munieation, natural and srtificinl, from
St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, to
Savaunah, in the State of Georgin, The
Mississuppi, the Ohio, and the Teanes-
seo, to Gunter's Landing, ineluding the
canal aronnd Mussel Shoals, now being
constructed, form the upper portion of
the line, The company now organined
in Georgia propose to continue this line
south, first by a eanal from Gunter's
Landing to the Coosa river at Gadsden,
in the State of Alabama; thence by said
river eclghty-seven miles to Rome;
thenee the Etownh apd Little river
to a point near Roswell, in Cobb coun-
ty, where it will eross the Chattahoo-
choe, thencs vin Atlanta to one of the
tributaries of the Ocmulgee, Yellow or
South river. The Oocmulgee snd Alta-
maha will form the remainder of the
line until a point shall be reasched neas-
est Savannah-—say the mouth of the
Oohoopee—from which the canal will
ba continued to that eity. The distanoe
from St. Louis to Savannsh by this
route is abont 1:300.

Interoceanic Canal.

Mr. James C. Madely, in a lettor to
the Eagincer, says the Scientific Amer:
can, takes the ground that a canal
noross the isthmns, between the Atlantio
and Pacific ocenns, is perfectly practi
enble, and that the available route lios
npeross the isthmns of Panama where the
railwny orosses ; and gives ns n resson
why this route was not examined by the
present exploring expedition that *‘the
Government knew all about it.," This
Intter point may be well taken. It is
not llhfﬂ'llu{‘tlﬂ'\' the case that the
sotually feasible is overlooked in search.
ing for something better.

The cost of such a work, even at the
exorbitant prices’ of tho construction of
the Panama railway; is estimsted st
2100,000,000 for n eannl about the same
wizge ns the Suez. It would necessitate
entting some milesiin length, with a sum
mit :lc-pth of sbout 180 feet, rapidly
deoreasmmg from the snmmit each way,

th
to
to

which entting with the locks would
constitute the prineipal cost., The
longth would bo about that of the

Panama railway, that is, about 47}
miles,

The writer compares the several pro
posed routes, and shows the ndvantages
to be all with the one under disenssion,
aside from the facilities aflorded by
having such a railway along the route
during the construction ; the views ex-
pressed are worthy of consideration
That the eanal is to be made, sooner or
later, is only a question of time, Con-
sidered with reference to the benefit to
be derived from such an enterprise, the
cost, even at twioce £100,000,000, is »

mere bagatelle,

Bears.

The provisions of naturs are strange.
Climate forees upon animals different
habits, Towards the end of December
the female white bear places herself in
a position where the snow will drift on
her, and a ¢ell is formed for » winter
habitation. In this eell the animal re
sides during the period of seceounche-
ment. The eubs are prodoced, and tho
mother remains m-i'lulllml with them un
til the month of March. The young are
very amall at first, but as they grow the
heat of the bodies melt the snow and
thus enlarges the ecoll,  The warm
breath nscends upward, and makes an
aperture  for the admission of pure
air. DBefore hibernating, the bear eats
enormously of nutritious food, and be
comes vory fat, on which fat she oxista
during her winter retirement. The phe.
nomenon is all the more singular, as the
female bear is compelled to give s
tenance to her young av well us to live
herself, and the surplus fat in her own
body is her only store of food. Pertinent
to this, Dr. Wood remarks:

“ It is worthy of notice that in the
bears of the Old as well as the New
World, is found the eurious phenome
non of the ‘tappen,’ s Imrd concreted
substance, which plugs up the igles
tines and secma to be of servico in 1
taining the animal condition. 1o Sean
dinavia, where the bears of both sexo«
rotire to winter quarters, and remain in
their hidden recesses for five full
mouths, the tappen is very seldom e
until the bear leaves her den.  In he
rare iustances where such an event lhas
happened, the bear in said to have bee
come miserably thin and wealk,™

The snow ;mt-hn closely, and mnkes »
warm bed. The ealorie exhalod from
the body is not swept away by the wind,
but is conserved around the animal, pad
sensation is preserved,

The Thraldom of Fashion.

The most fatal foes to femnle aduca
tion are the froaksand fottorn and follies
of fashion, A girl thus duily bowing at
Fashion's shrine will make but slow
and superficinl attainments in study.
Poring over fashion magazines and an
earnest apPlication to literary pursmits

do not go well together, A mind ab
sorbed in  dress, display, in mere
personal attractions, ean  enjoy no

plinuey for mental pursuits, and no
independence for the formation of the
individnality of character. The frivoli-
ties and vanities of fashion are opposed
alike to intelleet, strength snd moral
stability. The disgrace and the sorrow
that eome to many homes are because
fashion had undermined the moral
fabrie. God only knows to what extent
the 1ove of display, the cost of dress,
the waste of time, and the arts of win-
ning admiration have wenkened the
moral nature, and brought the innocent
to a life of sin.  And why must woman,
and not man, be thus enslaved by
fashion ? Has nature made her less
beautiful that chemistry and mechaniom
must supply an artificisl loveliness! If
man ¢an be independent of imperious
fashion, why not woman ? 1If man neod
not chase the butterfly of fashion, nor
be bound to a vampire that sucks hins
very life-blood, why must woman ? If
man way spend more time over text
books and standard literature than over
fashion plates and fantastic patierns,
why not woman # If life is too precions
to fritter away in the mere secking of
admiration, why not precions to be so
wasated by woman ?  Nay, if yonng ladies
would give themuelves to mental im-
provement, and to the acenmulation of
solid, practical knowledge, they would
be more admired, and wonld better '£n~
suro their real happiness. A mind
given to the love and pursait of fushion
becomes too fickle to be made happy
gither by affluence or affecfion. o
young man who marries such a butterfly
of a maiden will soon find that silks
and cosmetics are not the real founds-
tion of econnubial bliss, Then let
yarenta be wise and prudent in bring-
ing up their danghters ; let them be
hnmg‘:t up not to be the slaves of
fashion, but to be the mistress of neat-
ness and good taste, nnd to nequire that
mentul independencs and enlture whiech
insures graces that the imperions hand
of faslion never gave to body or soul.

Copper Mining. °

The Mining Guasette publishea some
interesting statistios na to the cop
production of Lake Superior rogion
during the year just closing, compared
with the yield of 1871. The total
amount mined this year was 15,174 tons
and 213 pounds, as against 16,076 tons
and 743 pounds in 186]l—showing a
fulling off in 1872 of 902 tons and 530
pounds. While the tables show o de-
ereaso in the produects of the mines, s
to quantity, the profits arising from the
mining upﬁrlﬁnun have been gra"nl.ﬂ'
than during the previous yoar. The
lstler cironmstanes is due to the grest
demand for copper which has prevailed
thronghout tho season, and to the fael
that but & moderste amount could be
obtained from all sources. The slight
decrenso in quantity was cansed 1
atrike last spring smong

and some eircumstanons lown

quence which,




